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trivance are most conspicuous in the structure and
processes of vegetable and animal life* But for these,
it is probable that the appearances in nature would
never have seemed to the thinking part of mankind
to afford any proofs of a Grod. But when a God had
been inferred from the organization of living beings,
other parts of Nature, such as the structure of the
solar system, seemed to afford evidences, more or less
strong, in confirmation of the belief: granting, then,
a design in Nature, we can best hope to be enlight-
ened as to what that design was, by examining it in
the parts of Nature in which its traces are the most
conspicuous.

To what purpose, then, do the expedients in the
construction of animals and vegetables, which excite
the admiration of naturalists, appear to tend ? There
is no blinking the fact that they tend principally to
no more exalted object than to make the structure
remain in life and in working order for a certain time :
the individual for a few years, the species or race for
a longer but still a limited period. And the similar
though less conspicuous marks of creation which are
recognized in inorganic Nature, are generally of the
same character. The adaptations, for instance, which
appear in the solar system consist in placing it under
conditions which enable the mutual action of its parts
to maintain instead of destroying its stability, and
even that only for a time, vast indeed if measured